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The Scent of the Scarlet Pimpernels:

Ismaili Leaders of the 11th Century AH/17th Century AD
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Abstract: Ismaili and anti-Ismaili sources differ dramatically in how they depict the
Ismaili “inviters” (da‘ts). To Ismaili authors, the inviters were noble, kind, and pious
believers who propagated the true message of Islam, while to their detractors the inviters
were sinister, unscrupulous villains. However, all agreed on one feature: the inviters
generally worked discreetly and anonymously, far from the prying eyes of hostile
authorities. Thus, the 11th/17th-century poem of the Ismaili Khali Mahmid ‘Alf, edited
and analyzed in this article, is a rarity. The poet enumerates Ismaili notables in locations
scattered throughout Khurasan, Quhistan, Badakhshan, ‘Iraq, Turkistan, and Hindistan
in a period in which we know almost nothing about the Ismailis. The article discusses the
existing manuscripts of the poem and its prosody. It continues by providing a critical
edition, discusses elements in the poem that reflect the literary genre of “prayers of
proximity” (du‘a-yi tagarrub), and analyzes what we can deduce about the poet himself.
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prayers of proximity (du‘a-yi taqarrub), Khurasan, Quhistan, Badakhshan, ‘Iraq,
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Classical Persian and Modern Indian Muslim Poetry (PhD diss.,
Harvard University, 1989), pp. 296-298.
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Ali Mohammad Rajput, Hasan-i-Sabbah: His Life and Thought
(revised ed., London, 2013); Farhad Daftary, "Hasan-i Sabbah and the
Origins of the Nizari Ismaili Da ‘wa and State", chap. 7, in idem,
Ismailis in Medieval Muslim Societies (London, 2005), pp. 124—148.
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Ismaili Thought', in Orkhan Mir-Kasimov, ed., [Intellectual

Interactions in the Islamic World: The Ismaili Thread (London, 2020),
pp- 471-479; Mu'izz1, 'Husayn bin Ya'quib Shah', pp. 405-408.
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"Wird", in EIl, vol. 4, p.1139.
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Husayn b. Ya“'qub Shah, "Tazyin al-majalis", accession number 7822,
Ismaili Special Collections Unit, the Institute of Ismaili Studies,
London, p. 134; Husayn b. Ya'qub Shah, "Tazyin al-Majalis: F1’l-
istighathah", accession number 15107, RK61, London: Aga Khan
Library.
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Assemblies", in An Anthology of Ismaili Literature: A Shi'‘i Vision of
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London.
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Dedicated to ‘Ali]”, Iran, 2 (1928); Wladimir Ivanow, Wladimir
Ivanow, "Notes on the Ismailis in Persia", Memoirs of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal 8 (1922), pp. 73-76. Paul E. Walker, "Introduction",

in his Master of the Age: An Islamic Treatise on the Necessity of the
Imamate (London, 2007), p. 27.
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Shafique N. Virani (1995), The Voice of Truth: Life and Works of

Sayyid Nur Muhammad Shah, A 15th/16th Century Isma ‘Tl Mystic,
MA thesis, McGill University, pp.19-22.
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Nasir al-Din Tast and Hasan-i Mahmid-i Katib (1393 Sh./2014),
Rawdah-yi taslim, ed. Sayyid Jalal Badakhshani, Tehran, Miras-e
maktub, p. 69; Nastr al-Din TsT and Hasan-i Mahmiid-i Katib (2005),
Rawdah-yi taslim, ed. and tr. Seyyed Jalal Hosseini Badakhchani as
Paradise of Submission: A Medieval Treatise on Ismaili Thought,
London, New York: I.B. Tauris Publishers, in association with The
Institute of Ismaili Studies London. , p. 85 (English).
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York: 1.B. Tauris Publishers, in association with The Institute of
Ismaili Studies London, pp. 42 (Pers. ed.), 83 (English trans).
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