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Religious Policy of Afghan Rulers in India:
Ludis (855-932) and Suris (947-963)
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Abstract: The Lodi dynasty (855-932 AH/1451-1526 AD) and Sur dynasty (947-963
AH/1540-1556) ruled Delhi and parts of the Indian subcontinent in the 9/10 centuries
AH (15/16 centuries AD). India, like other eras, was very religiously diverse during the
reigns of these dynasties, and it was not easy for the Afghan sultans to govern it.
Moreover, the Muslims of India belonged to various religious groups and sects, and these
groups sometimes challenged the authority of the Lodi and Sur rulers. These rulers also
had to treat with the Hindus, who constituted the majority of the Hindus, in a way that
would not cause them widespread dissatisfaction and revolt. The present paper intends to
examine the religious policy of the Lodi and Sur sultans in a descriptive and analytical
manner and to answer the question of what policy the Afghan rulers adopted towards the
Sunni Muslims, Shiites, Sufis, Mahdavia and Hindus. According to the findings of this
study, the policy of the Afghan rulers towards different religious groups was more
dependent on the political interests and ethnic interests of the kings and the ruling class
than on the religion of these groups. In this way, the supporters of the government
benefited from the tolerance of the kings regardless of their religion, however the
opponents were persecuted.
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