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The Function of the Courts of Justice in Bushehr Port during the

Constitutional Period, the Causes and Factors of its failure

Zahrah Morovati*
Ali Akbar KHedrizadeh?

Abstract: With the constitutional revolution and the fundamental change in the
judicial system, implementation of justice and establishment of social security were
among the most important political demands of the people in Iranian ports along Persian
Gulf. This region witnessed profound changes in one of the most sensitive historical
period of the Qajar era, namely the transition from traditional society to modernity in the
field of social and political life. The present paper seeks to historically investigate the
causes and factors of judicial inefficiency in these ports using a comprehensive approach.
It relies on the contents of press and publications, archival documents and books, and
uses a historical research method based on the description and analysis of historical data.
The present study aims to examine the function and challenges of this the courts of
justice, while examining the functions of them. This study seeks to answer the question
of “What obstacles and problems the courts of justice of Iranian ports in the Persian Gulf
were faced with?” It seems that several factors led to their inefficiency such as lack of
change in necessary social and political structures in the country.
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In reply to Your'
Excellency's Note No. 20069 dated‘- the
23rd Dalve 1302 (February l2th 1924)
. regarding the claim put forward bly
. Haim - a British subject - for 1c:lsses
* ‘incurred by him as a result of the
eviction which has formed the s\n‘:.jeot
of previous correspondence between
Your Excellency and myself, I be‘g leave
to state that the report of the Police
is contra%'y 1'.6 tl':et of Mr, Trott, at
“that time His Majésty's Vice Consul.
The Legation has, moreover, on r'jeoord
the medical certificates as regards
the treatment of Haim's womenfolk.

I regret therefore that I am not
satisfied with the Police report, but
will nevertheless cause instructions to’
be issued to.Haim to appear per:sonally

" “Et tha Police Headguerters to answer such
enquiries as it may be desired to put
to him. . l

I avail myself of this 6pportun1ty to

renew to Your Excellency the assurance of

my high consideration. !
(o e Fomuiills )
His Excellency ilcincten

Zoka-ul-Mulk,
Minister for Foreign Affairs.
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British Legation,

Tehran,
December 7th 192 3.
330
Monsieur le Ministre,

I have the honour to
acknowledge the receipt of Your
Excellency's Note No. 13471 of Novemher
27th concerning the illegal eviction
of the British subjeot Haimgy 3

Your predecessor's Note No. 10946/
702 of September 22nd, your not"e under
reply and the police report therein
enclosed all confirm the fact 1':hat the -
Department of Justice was responsible
for the action taken by the police. I
am therefore &t & loss to undefstand
Your Zxcellency's surprise at my demand
that the responsible Chief of vhat
Department should be officia].l"y admon -
ished; but, in case His Excel:éency the
Minister of Justice himself, who is now

no longer in office, was, for some reason

" or other, not personally responsible for

the outrage, I should be satiéfied if
the official upon whom the re.!spongibility
really rests were reprimanded. I trust
that Your Excellency will be adble to
inform me ~that this has been done, and
also assure me, a&s requested in my
previous notes, that instructions have
His Excellency been

Zoka-ul-Mulk,
Minister for Foreign Affairs.

VAY
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been issued to prevent the recurrence
of such inoé\.dents.' Your Excellency
will remember that similar instructions
were sent to the Financial authorities
at Meshed in consequence of the
incident which flomad the subject of
your note No. 11931 of November 7th.

I cannot admit thet, as seems to be
implied at the end of Your LExcellency's
Note under reply, the Imperial !
Government has no power to prevent

its agents from illegel action against
British subjects. '

As regards Haim's claim for
compensation for the loss which he has
suffered, I must point out that ik is
quite cl.ear that he and his family have
been shamefullyr-treated, and I :z'egret
that I must agein press Your Excellency
to cause ‘t-kha elaim to be paid. I
enclose copies of written evidence
‘furnished to me in support. of Haim's.
comx;lainta and the report made to me by
His la jesty's Vice Consul and I submit
that, in the face of this evidence 1t
is difficult to deny the ill-trea tment
of Haim's family. As regards the

I
property stolen, the confusion and

. tumult deseribed in the police report

confirm
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P R T T TR’ . confirm my belief in Haim's aworn
o i P statement of the theft. 1
- : ) .
2 “":J_-‘l—’n"_/n/:;: I earnestly request Your Excellency's,

e - i cooparation in obtaining the perfectly

reasonable satisfaction which I have

= * . .

JJ,.{‘_ -"-""JfJI/Z.JJ 2 e demanded, and preventing this case from
gt e . e . .

el //J— A e ! assuming proportions which would make

- (et TSI A

. -;” (: M e a grievous impression on His Ma jesty's
s : . '

T ,JL—-A —',ﬂfr = =i Government. :

L o O I avail myself of this opportunity

Rty o o B =T 2

Vo ,-—-'rf”T. I —r to renew to Your Excellency the assurance

= of my high consideration. i
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