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Preserving the Human Dignity of Slaves and Maids
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Abstract: In this study, the behavior of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) and the Imams
(AS) is examined in the face of the slavery system for maintaining the dignity of slaves
and maids using a descriptive-analytical method. The findings show that in the “Age of
Ignorance”, slavery was widespread in Saudi Arabia and slaves had little rights and they
were traded. With the advent of Islam, the Prophet (PBUH) and the Imams tried to
eliminate the prejudices of ignorance among the Arabs, especially slavery in the society
of that time. The present research seeks to answer the question that what strategies and
arrangements did the Prophet (PBUH) and the Imams devise to change the status of
slaves and maids in the Islamic society? The findings of the research indicate that the
Holy Prophet (PBUH) and the Imams tried hard to raise slaves’ position in Islamic
society through great efforts such as freeing slaves for the God’s sake, mingling with
slaves, training and educating them.

Keywords: Sira of the Prophet (PBUH), Imams, slavery, preservation of dignity,
maid.
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— lIbn Athir, Izz al-Din Ali (1385), Al-Kamil Fi Al-Tarikh, Beirut: Dar Sader,
Volume 6-4.

— Ibn Babawiyyah, Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Husayn (1406), The reward of deeds
and the punishment of deeds, Qom: Dar al-Sharif al-Radhi.
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