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Recognition of the Identity of Amir Malekshah Building in Mashhad based

on Historical Texts, Architectural Features and Archaeological Evidences
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Abstract: The Timurid era in Iran is a very important period in terms of progress in
various Islamic arts, especially architecture and related decorations, the ultimate of which
is manifested in the method of decoration using Faience mosaic. One of the important
buildings in Mashhad is the Amir Malekshah building, which is not well-known despite its
great architectural importance. In this research, it has been tried to study the architectural
features and decorations of the Amir Malekshah building, which have not been studied so
far. The findings show some considerable architectural features such as building’s plan,
inscriptions and their themes, tile decorations, paintings, cellar, lack of altar, the presence
of a spire and minaret, the dual use of the mosque-tomb. Furthermore, Amir Malekshah
building is comparable to the Blue Mosque of Tabriz and many Anatolian mosques,
especially Green Mosque of Bursa, in terms of the mentioned features and especially in
terms of usage. Finally, according to the plan and inscriptions found in them, the builder
and designer of all three buildings was from Tabriz and was probably the same person.

Keywords: Amir Malekshah, mosque-tomb, architectural decorations, Timurid era,
Mashhad, Anatolian mosques.
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