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The Social Function of Iranian Statesmen in the
First Abbasid Era (132-170 AH)

Javad Nazarian'
Seyyed Abolfazl Razavi®
Mohammad Sepehri®

Abstract: With arrival of Islam in Iran, changes took place in the political and
social structure of Iran. These changes were intensified during the Umayyad period
and Umayyad rulers who relied on their strategy of racial, ethnic, cultural, social,
economic, and political superiority, and provided the ground for general and
pervasive dissatisfaction. The Abbasids seized power, taking advantage of such
conditions and the support of the Iranians. In the early years of the new ruling
system, the Iranian elite took over the administration of important government
affairs and enjoyed the social benefits of this period. Relying on a descriptive-
analytical approach and a desk study method, the present study seeks to answer the
question of what role Iranian agents played in the early Abbasid transformation and
stratification. The findings revealed that the importance of Iranshahri thought in re-
reading Iranian culture and identity in this era, the military role of Iranians,
especially the people of Khorasan in the rise to power of the Bani-Abbas
government and ultimately the effective role of Iranian ministers and bureaucrats in
structure of political power of Abbasid government, were among the factors that
greatly influenced the progressive transformation of the Iranian social status in the
beginning of Abbasid era.

Keywords: Iranians, Abbasids, social status, bureaucracy, Iranshahri ideas.
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- Yarshater, Ehsan & Richard.G. Hovannisian, an Georges Sabagh, Eds (1999), The Persian
Presence in the Islamic world, NewY ork: Conbridge university press.
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