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Effective Factors on the Failure of Islamic Conquests
and Spread of Islam in the Land of Khazar (22-132 AH)

Poyan Saadatfar'

Emam Ali Shabani’

Seyyed Hasan Shojaei Divkalaei’®
Reza Shajari Ghasemkheili*

Abstract: Islamic conquests in the Khazar territory was faced with failure in
comparison with other territories invaded by Muslims. Accordingly, the present
research, using historical research method, tries to answer this question: What
factors had been effective in failure of Islamic conquests in Khazar lands? The
present research conclude that there are some important reasons leading to
Muslims's failure. This paper states that Muslims could not conquer Khazar land
because of the Khazars’ military structure, especially its powerful strength in
mobilizing forces, superior military equipment, and existence of defensive
fortresses. They were also supported by Khwarizmians and the Russians besides
having a powerful and dynamic economy and existence of a relative social justice
which had led to general satisfaction of the Khazars. Finally, their remoteness from
the caliphate centers, the existence of natural obstacles and the cold weather of this
land were the effective factors on the failure of Islamic conquests in Khazar
territory.

Keywords: Islamic conquest, Khazar territory, failure factors, military structure,
economic situation, geographical position.
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2 Herman Rosenthal, “CHAZARS?”, Jewish Encyclopedia
(http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/4279-chazars).
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