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Role of Coastal Cities in the Process of Economic
Development
Case Study: Role of Suakin Port in Eastern North
Africa

Leila Khan Ahmadi'

Abstract: Ports and coastal cities have been the most important centers in formation of
civilizations and development of trade and commerce in different places and the sea routes were the
main connection channels between regions specially those places that had no access to land. Suakin
port was one of the principal ports in eastern north of Africa, which had an important role in trade
relations between African people who had been resident in great Sahara and sub-Sahara with those
who lived in Arabian Peninsula, Great Iran, India, and etc. The causes of development of Suakin
port in historical periods and its role in formation and exploring trade ties in Africa are studied in
this paper and its flourishing in the Fatimid and Mamluk era were referred to here. The port was
known as the center for the ships traveling in the Red Sea, and in addition to supplying ships, it had
an impact on the growth and development of commerce and trade, and sometimes large and small
migrations to eastern and inland Africa. This importance was such that, despite other ports nearby,
such as the Dahlak or the Massawa, various governments competed against each other to capture it,
and it remained one of the most important ports of the east African coasts for many centuries until
the establishment of the Sudan Port.
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3 E. M. Roper, A. Gillan, F. O. Cave, J. B. Bowers and Arthure Robinson (1939), Sudan Notes and
Records, Vol. 22, No. 2, University of Khartum, pp. 293-294.
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Abdel Rahim Salim (1997), "Suakin: On Reviving an Ancient Red Sea Port City", TDSR Vol. 8, No. 2, pp/

82-91; Marisa Calia (1997-1999), "Suakin. Memory of a City.” In: Environmental Design: Journal of

the Islamic Environmental Design Research Centre 1-2, edited by Attilo Petruccioli, 192-201. Rome:

Dell’oca Editore, p. 194; Yusuf Fadl Hassan (1963), Penetration of Islam in the Eastern Sudan, Sudan
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