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The Role of Political Orientations in the Formation of Dramatic
Discourse of Karbala

Mohsen Aghahasani'
Amir Teymour Rafiei’

Abstract: Karbala has had a long-lasting impact on successive generations for
centuries. The social movements that emerged as a result of this incident confirm
such effect. Dramatic art of “Taziyeh” as one of the evolving forms of the discourse
of Karbala is among such movements. This art that has used numerous social,
political, and cultural factors in the course of its presentation. However, should the
roots of this traditional ritual be traced only back to ancient Iranian rituals such as
the mourning for Siavash, etc.? Less noticed is the examination of the role of
political interactions, such as the interplay of religious beliefs and their relationships
with rulers and spontaneous popular movements, in the fluctuating evolutionary
process of the dramatic discourse of this event, or “Shabihkhani” ritual. This paper
tries to analyze the role of such political factors in shaping this ritual art through an
analytical and descriptive method, using existing documents, reports and historical
books.
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