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Historical Geography of Makran in the Middle Ages

Nosrat khatoon Alavi'
Ehsan Eshraghi’

Abstract: Makran was a vast area in southeastern Iranian plateau that stretched from
Kerman in the west to Sindh in the east. This vast expanse reached Sistan in the north and
the Sea of Oman in the south. The land has a special geographical significance and its ports
have been great trade hubs for a long period of time. Makran has a multi-millennial history
and a rich civilization. There are multitudes of opinions regarding the lexical root of
Makran, its geographical limits, and its political-administrative relationships with the
neighbor provinces. There are also conflicting views about cities, ports and villages of
Makran. By evaluating the historical and geographical texts on Makran, this paper is aimed
at answering this questions: What were the features of Makran, its geographical limits,
cities, villages and ports in the history of south and southeast of Iran? The findings of the
research indicate that being located near the Sea of Oman, the presence of active and
thriving ports, and the presence of important land and sea routes to connect west to south
had turned Makran into one of the most significant commercial, geographical and military
hubs in the history of south and southeast of Iran.

Keywords: Balochistan, geography, History of Makran, Gedrosia, Muslim
Historians, Geographical texts
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