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Historical Geography of Makran in the Middle Ages

Nosrat khatoon Alavi'
Ehsan Eshraghi’

Abstract: Makran was a vast area in southeastern Iranian plateau that stretched from
Kerman in the west to Sindh in the east. This vast expanse reached Sistan in the north and
the Sea of Oman in the south. The land has a special geographical significance and its ports
have been great trade hubs for a long period of time. Makran has a multi-millennial history
and a rich civilization. There are multitudes of opinions regarding the lexical root of
Makran, its geographical limits, and its political-administrative relationships with the
neighbor provinces. There are also conflicting views about cities, ports and villages of
Makran. By evaluating the historical and geographical texts on Makran, this paper is aimed
at answering this questions: What were the features of Makran, its geographical limits,
cities, villages and ports in the history of south and southeast of Iran? The findings of the
research indicate that being located near the Sea of Oman, the presence of active and
thriving ports, and the presence of important land and sea routes to connect west to south
had turned Makran into one of the most significant commercial, geographical and military
hubs in the history of south and southeast of Iran.

Keywords: Balochistan, geography, History of Makran, Gedrosia, Muslim
Historians, Geographical texts

1 Faculty Member, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Velayat,
Iranshahr, Iran.(corresponding author) alavi.nosrat@yahoo.com

2 Professor, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Tehran,
Tehran, Iran.


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.22286713.1398.11.41.5.0
https://journal.pte.ac.ir/article-1-344-en.html

[ Downloaded from journal .pte.ac.ir on 2025-11-18 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.22286713.1398.11.41.5.0]

" ol Bl glious 33 Ko A sl

Asde

Neobes s & s 54 25 ool O (35 i 93 ey in) e U ke
OIS bl o g5 e 5 5dome e S @ o 3 5 A Al a3 ) i 0 Ja
oo Bb 5 plas s 5 B b oSG 3 i 06 4k gl e b sl o 4
Sl el ol 093 705 )3 0 5 bl (allas b it gla dcm
Blros, S s S USa lgain o e Sblelcs S o5l e e ol 32 b
o)y ol g g Flie 5 gl Qi Gl > NS sl 5 G )sd
S 40 Sl 3t (53la5 sla ol )83l ks 53 e oty ) e ) e 4 i 0
N g 5 o e 5 5lse e ) 53 A2 e HLos ) 3Gl 5 o)
Golie 5 olal s a8 sel o o S5 5 Lo i il asle ol (g5 58
LS T B JF RV P PR R WS SRS SN E AR DY
adUie oal 53 el sl B LTI bl s s o 52 5 )6 iy 5 Asens
Sl 51 gle )y 55 L il 5 gl i, s 5 5 5 Slplel Sua b o
an s edal s 2K & AWl 5 Al el plis Ll ol Lo
o 535 Il e ead 4 e 05 Al i b Jad e bl g b e g0 50
5303 05U ST e 5 ol sl s 0 (s s Dy ol S U2
a0 oDl o 3 M B 553 Sl loanidS 5l T g8 By 5 01K e d
ol 48 8 N3 sz 5 Ea 3550 )
S e o315 3o gBls @Ml (g5 508 53 S5 55505595 93 4l e B3 g
a5 558 ASS 55 ol Bicalo ke Db 5 Wl F5e gl sl 4
o) 3 38 i a0 7 el S5 B o S 55k s oS age Blas dle
A8 ol o o g s (ol 5 e S B 5 AR e 53 T Y 5 5 4l
5 DL = 55 e a8 Glas S an sk e g glae 93 > amd s ()
Fogima laysiS Sos g b anlie 3 ol 3l e ol 5k il b gla 2K
OLSCe ld jim s g sl 53 0 ) o ol 55 glaadly ) o3b) 550 b
o=l QS g SABLS ) 0l 3l 5 @Dl Bl ol 5 (b ST 50 51 4l ol alis


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.22286713.1398.11.41.5.0
https://journal.pte.ac.ir/article-1-344-en.html

[ Downloaded from journal .pte.ac.ir on 2025-11-18 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.22286713.1398.11.41.5.0]

WAA (Ll FY 6 jlouds a3l JUo qodlf g b colafllao Ny

b odiod 5= badl e g plgiia b e 5 (2> DL Glal o0 Rl b 4l
U R B L U W WP APS Y NI WAV 7 GHPY PSS WP QPR
a el o3 )50 g s ol ) 3 e ol )by AT 5 Sl lacys i £ 5
L sl 5o ol S po g 53 So)b 5 Ui s ot s 5 s o (s S
sl a8l 93 9de 9350 U ol ol gl

S I W s el oo gl el a5 ool SET )3 48T B ) Gl s
sy adate SO Kim 5 elal b (and (Ul i ey 5 5 allas 4
glomodnsay 3l a1 5330 e o1 K 3 HUT 5 canebs 5 ol Jalas 5 42238
AT S 3 s S e 33k i 3y K0 5581 4 1 s
s am 5 s ol Gl dse s S el 2 el 3G )
S92 O Se adate S )b GU3lja o )bys sy ) ol S addate el 3 )5
e $ ) Ao 5 S 088 AU e Sleslad b ol g bl e
S5 Gl 4y a8 Ll el as ol S adlais S s a5 )2 4 b
esdhe a5 A 9 S 5 Al plie s Sedbl us sume ale )
il g amrl o 55 e oty 2lie gloe 93 glaand 5 (o8 (o U plie
ool L& oMl oy 9 ol o ‘@)\SJ; oS adkaie ol oL s dloaw B ) o
0 A oy adlaie 58 1o 5l phedde 5 e o il a4 b gl a5
XS o S

3 Dge 1 Ol i 93 53 059m O 6l sem 5 06 O adlate 55
23 34l 35S 7o )5 o adlais ol o meal o b )l o s AT s
S)5m0 S 5 o35 plad s 3 5T 5o B ey S5 o sb 53 53 o g N
P 020 3 0S8 55 ) e 6l 8T b o w485 13 0l g0 a5
3 S olhe 5 plte B 53 o AU e 55 3 i ol o sl 28T aslsly
Syl 399 2 lie t\d;a): o.x_:f\ﬁ: Sl ass)y ool o Q\JL.QJJJ u@;-j_»vf
5 0leS el s 0l 5 ) e Gl i o) g3 4 Sy p0 im0 g 52


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.22286713.1398.11.41.5.0
https://journal.pte.ac.ir/article-1-344-en.html

[ Downloaded from journal .pte.ac.ir on 2025-11-18 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.22286713.1398.11.41.5.0]

nr ol Bl glious 33 Ko A sl

M\JJQ’\.AJS\J‘)_M)}):&UJBLMCJ“JD;D)LAQJ%\OJWW4‘JL‘.‘D~}L
o Ales s Jsaiads el s 58 B plals s o 4S Gl S w o 035 A0
Sl O gl e 5 e ST Sl b ile 3o Hls ol sl jan
o5 g osdle 4l jhu ol 3 g5l s35 5 S Jlal 5 J)lg o B gl e
el comdge 4 ool 5 ys Sl Calsb 5 Ol 58 s 5 oy daol& 20
- oladl cuas g u§’5<> ‘;)'\J.‘» 097 DJ;OJU\J&A adais 5 &\jv\o\ii\?
O_:\J_B.éj\)'éMUJLAJ\MJJ‘C«&\OJ\DCJJM@\)C)ﬁ\ﬁ\d\b\.{bw
;.\:‘«)jf.)fQ\i\gﬁc)\ng.))\}oé\c)\%).)jdlf&wcaﬁ@&(ﬁjj&ﬁ\i\
ool S50 5 Sl ablis 5 o el S el 83 5 e Jas g1 4
o5l dan g oS el o3l e I il deliyd S5 pie ABS o s 2 5l
35 8ls 33 5 Ve meand 53y Juztie DS pl ol 03 a3 sy B 0 3085
w&‘»ﬁvﬁyU\dejﬁpJ’\mmjujgeméw\g\f
4_,5))\5-5Q}deub\ea-jC>Jﬁ¢;~jgbu\ju\>\9cﬁj\§\> Glasl o
A aS el s b U Jeite s end 5 5 s L)
P ya g el aslid v ge cod 5 am g o plasl 5 o3l e Sl
acn) 32 o2 e Ao gl 51 Gl ol sl i AS 05 (55 S
F Gl 5 )5s 5o 1y gleaST oy Clas i o S 5 el gld) e
oS 5 eI i s 0303 0 il e 5 Alis iz 5550 Jal e
LS 5055 Sy a4 Sl se 5 oAk 5 SAS (uildl S5 e B (5558
5 e Ghome b sage ol ome AV Sl s U il il Lagsb a3 ) S

@L.mwjxj\.@j a)L&»\\eou\i oJJ:»‘)Kc\g ua.»jboj\fu;\ 5.6.2:3;\\5).) 6&\1&3&‘3)
331y Sl g 5ol 5 Al 55 lmad 0 2K 355500 N b )2
wd\?wj ﬂb L;L.s\f:- )\J_’\V-w’. BN .5)'\_«/ uaa.«.ﬂ d)\:‘-.’.—?%!)\s o\<§ &:_\ 633)’
R O N P S R P g CHE SN PRI PP S
(5ol a5 S ald i b Gloo S woll (3,5 e sb gla i g5 (3,5


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.22286713.1398.11.41.5.0
https://journal.pte.ac.ir/article-1-344-en.html

[ Downloaded from journal .pte.ac.ir on 2025-11-18 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.22286713.1398.11.41.5.0]

WAA (Ll FY 6 jlouds a3l JUo qodlf g b colafllao "

2 Olse e el 0dd Bl DS 5 b s g (81 5 Sl s sl
il sy Dl VPO Il g3 4S5, 6 Jlal 00 Alos 33 s Jedasas Yl
5 b ey Ja 5 () s Bl Glliomn cpslie b s 5o 551,
Sl g3 SR e g s anld plont andly at 5 5L s e Sl sl i
903> plail GLaded pliwa b 850y oS i o5 ) il ey Do 0 5538
o3> 3l Ko 350 03l o 4 g M55 b s g 2 3 05m elen S 15 6T
W g Jali 1y ol Ko o )b e o)l 5 b el 558 cmdy e S
5ol s S (Ol sh ol (155 Loy canly B m8 Gl ckie (5
Ll ol S b oy e i

&bzﬁ Ao 427 9

oals Jle 003 87 FIL5 Tuad 48 5 3 ol s g 15 48 o i gbzi’ﬂ
e 8035 53 31 oS egaln L5 & ol ¢ 550 Sl )l 355 o ool @ o Se s
e Sl g ST 3 06 1 ool S (gl o) szl ol o5 48 5 gy 5 5 e
s ple U o3l ool lime e HaSCl 7550 ol )T Jau s il 5850 g b
IS ol S0 s a5 Ol a8 ans ol x5 o 5b ol s gl
po 4 den gt (e cd it g aslsl s Ty B )3 58 el S
Az e e 5555 Sl a5 aS e S AL LT 5 e oS
0= 68 o i 2535 o 035 e i a0 ) i gy S 0SB
2555 e o Jomlgm 5o ttls b7t sl 05 485 37 s 05 5 T 305 3
2 deitie a8 sl 1537055008 o1 E e 9 5 0lsSe Sl b ol ale

1 Geo. P. Tate (1897), “Kech- Makuran”, Geographical Journal, Vol. 10, No. 2, p.10.
XYV o oS ool Ll syl 5e5 caligil s daz 5 ¢l A, 0O YYY) &gl Wigeol 0 )50 lS” ¥
3 Holdich.

4 T. H. Holdich (1896), “Notes on Anciet and Mediaevel Makran”, Geographical Journal, Vol. 7, No.
4,p.388.

5 Tomerus.
6 Oritene.
7 Gedrosia.


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.22286713.1398.11.41.5.0
https://journal.pte.ac.ir/article-1-344-en.html

[ Downloaded from journal .pte.ac.ir on 2025-11-18 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.22286713.1398.11.41.5.0]

e ol Bl glious 33 Ko A sl

0355 Al am B U350 s STy ol b 51 25 5 0l ol s
S e 5l Lglaen &8 o 8 e 0 o 5 )36 sl slasl @ (ol e
5 e e 9 8 435 o s 3508 3l ) e "2, adl il
FOPIRT L PRI SASSECE BV I G398 o5

a8 o)y a8 )18 5o @ e UMl p ) s O S s 5
o Jed gl s S e 4S50 b e 3 0l 0357 o5 o) o) b
ol e oo )l WOl e r\}_3\ o=l dles g i sy o 8 i 0 Cgi
93 ot o ool o5 A8 e @Bl (g5 ol o181 ol 5 g8 e il - o0
2L alssg) 4 Juate o571 LT 51 asu ol ) 5 Wlacils gl diw 35 LS
"l S 53 035 sy S

el casls cllae o ST 5 0 SKe 3l o idn amdy b i 2 lls L
Slmo gt 5 I 5 )5 Jsb 53 a8 il ps gl ) S o7 ol )1 ol
o3y S a0 o s8h Mol 5 azils 2y o1 5 cdins 5 S5 s
2345 ooty ol Ko las o S s 5T oy 5 0 )T a8 sl oMol S0, o
23 ol o sl o3 (T s 550 s ) ailes S e S35 0SS ol s
4 a8 e S5 e ol 5w 3 e A58 oy e o sl i
oin eMe 85 55 51 53 a8 I S le T isBe sassl Gy AL
23,5 Lo )58 oS 1y R I e T e s

1 P. H. L. Eggermont (1975), Alexander’s Campaigns in Sind and Baluchistan and the Siege of the
Brahmin Town of Harmatella, Published by Peters Publishers, p. 68.

Pantyene.

Tazarene.

Thybrassenaae.

Makarene.

Makran.
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