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The Study of Ibn Ibn Khordadbeh’s Geography with Respect to
References

Muhammad Jafar Ashkevari'
Seyyed Mostafa Hosseini
Samaneh Khalilifar®

Abstract: Geographic works are important for having cultural and civilization
information and being away from political considerations. Reliability and validity
testing is necessary to use historical references, i.e. the way in which a reference has
collected its data can be used to determine its degree of credibility. AI-Masalik w’al-
Mamalik by Ibn Khordadbeh is among the earliest geographical works that is
somehow derived from Iranian tradition. The main issue of the research is that
which references al-Masalik w’al- Mamalik of Tbn Khordadbeh is benefiting from
and to what extent they are credible? By reviewing the content of the book and
finding its roots, it was revealed that Ibn Khordadbeh has used written sources and
oral sources of his age, especially government documents to compose his work. The
findings of this research show that Ibn Khordadbeh, while using written sources
including the Qur'an and Ptolemy's book, Moslem bin Abi Moslem Jeremi's works,
the works of terminologists and poetry writers, had access to the documents and
intelligence and tax reports. These has compensated for not travelling to the various
parts of the Islamic world. He has also added geographic information through oral
sources (hearings and observations) to his book.
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- Berggren, Lennart and Jones, Alexander (2000), Ptolemy’s Geography an
annotated translation of the theoretical chapters, United Kingdom: Princeton
University Press.
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