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Investigating the Role and Status of Qajar Era
Medals and Badges in the Foreign and Domestic
Relationships of this Period

Seyed Masoud Seyed Bonakdar'
Mahnaz Kamalvand?

Abstract: The custom of awarding medals and badges began during the Qajar era due
to its association with European countries and gradually became an imitatation far from any
spiritual value. Lack of awareness and recognition of Qajar officials on the process of
formation and historical development of medals and badges in Europe, and identification of
badges with Khalat in the oriental viewpoint of Qajar authorities as well as lack of
meritocracy degraded the status of the badges in this period, which led to the formation of
new medals and badges. The purpose of this study is to investigate the status of badges and
medals in the foreign and domestic relationships of the Qajar era in order to answer these
questions: What was the process of inventing and using the badges and medals in the Qajar
era? And what was the impact of the medals and badges on foreign and domestic
relationships? This paper has analyzed existing library resources, especially travelogues by
a historic approach. The findings of the study show that awarding medals and badges,
regardless of the rules and guidelines defined based on the merits of individuals as in
Europe, was accepted in Iran in the form of a custom of granting Khalat, which degraded
the value and validity of the medals and badges in each period. Moreover, awarding these
medals and badges caused some problems in Iran's domestic and foreign relationships
during Qajar era.
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