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of Military Invasion of Tababi‘a Monarchs to Review
Iran up to Borders of Tibet and China during the
Reign of Kavadh I
Based on Tabari’s Account and other Islamic
References until 7th Century AH

Hassan Mohammadi'
Shahrbanoo Delbari
Ardeshir Asadbayghi *

Abstract: As one of the most important sources of Islamic history, Tarikh al-Tabari has
reported the military invasion of Tababi‘a monarchs to Iran up to the borders of China and
Tibet during the reign of Kavadh I, the Sassanid king, without any prejudice. Islamic
sources until 7" century AH have widely accepted this narrative; however, several Sassanid
references have not provided any statement supporting this view. With reference to
historical documents, this descriptive-analytical study seeks to inspect the authenticity of
the mentioned narrative. The results of comparison of Tabari's narrative and its
confirmatory sources with historical non-Islamic accounts, dated back to late 5™ and early
6™ century AD - indicate no violation of Iran's sovereignty, rather the capture of Al-Hirah
as well as pillage of parts of Euphrates region and Sawad up to Cteisphon Al-Madai’n in
the west to the realm of Sassanid Empire.

Keywords: Tabari’s Narrative, Military Invasion, Tababi‘a, Kavadh I, Harith ibn 'Amr ibn
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4 Hassan ibn al-Tubba® As‘ad Abi Karib, Born: ca. 400 CE, Died: ca. 450 CE; v.
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S. H. Taqi-Zadeh (1937), Some Choronological Data relating to the Sassanian Period, Bulletin of the
School of Oriental and African Studies, t. IX, p. 125.
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