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The Status of the Girls and Political and Economic Role
of Their Marriage in the Mongol Tribes

Zekroallah Mohammadi'
Zahra Rajabi?

Abstract: The Mongols are often associated with ruthlessness and violence in the
public opinion. Occasionally, we may wonder whether these traits were extended to their
own families or not. A study of historical documents from that era grants us insight into the
role of family within Mongol society, particularly highlighting the special status and
importance attributed to girls within their tribal structure. This study aims to unravel the
underlying reasons for such behavior among the Mongols, even when it may seem unusual
in comparison to supposedly more civilized societies. What were the essential factors and
influential elements contributing to the elevated status of girls within Mongol tribes? In this
paper, in addition to addressing these questions, the researchers also delve into the
multifaceted roles played by girls across various fields.

The findings of this research indicate equal presence of girls and boys, active and equal
involvement of girls in numerous fields, and, in other words, their non-exclusion and non-
marginalization based on tribal traditions and clan life. Many of these elements can be
traced back to their myths, traditions, and rituals. Since, for the Mongols, the practice of
marrying with girls from other tribes was vital and served various purposes. It is
noteworthy that the marriage of girls was considered to be one of the binding and unifying
factors among the tribes, in addition to bringing financial stability and wealth to the tribes.
This research employs a historical approach with a descriptive-analytical perspective and
makes use of desk study method to investigate these aspects.

Keywords: Mongols, girls, marriage, economic and political role.
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