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Transition of “Saracen” and its pragmatics by
Europeans up to the end of 13" century

Jamal Razmjoo'
Fatemah Janahmadi?
Ahmad Reza Khezri®

Abstract: Long-held familiarity and interaction between Muslims and Christians led to
the development of a collection of terms and concepts in historical sources; some of them are
both politically and culturally loaded. Within this collection, “Saracen” is one of the most
ancient terms used by the European Christians for introducing the Arabs. However, after the
emergence of Islam, the application of this term was expanded to all Muslims, which often
generally conveyed a distorted image of Islam, and particularly of the Prophet (PBUH), and
also has a negative connotation. This transition in application of the notion of “Saracen” from
Arabs to Muslims raises a number of questions: First, what is the root of the term Saracen?
Second, how did the evolution of the term among Europeans take place? Answering these
questions, through a descriptive-analytic approach, was made possible through studying
available resources including the rebuttal of the Christians.

Keywords: Saracen, Islam, Christianity, Andalusia, Middle Ages, Heroic Poetry, Epic
literature
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1 Bobzin, Hartmut (1996), “A Treasury of Heresies: Christian Polemics against the Koran”, in: “The
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Summa totius haeresis Saracenorum.
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Contra Legem Saracenorum.

Bobzin, Ibid, p. 165.

Bobzin, Ibid, p. 164.

hilippe Senac(1983), L'Image de l'autre: histoire de ['Occident médiéval face a ['lslam, Paris:
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2 Norman Daniel(1984), Heroes and Saracens: A Reinterpretation of the “Chanson de Geste”, Edinburgh,
Edinburgh University Press, p. 4.
Chanson de Roland.
Chanson de Guillaume d'Orange.
Chanson de Gormont et Isembart.
Genevieve Hasenohr (1992) , Dictionnaire des lettres frangaises: Le Moyen Age. Collection: La
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1 Tolan, Ibid, p. 125.
2 Vicente Catarino(1980), the Spanish Reconquest: A Cluniac Holy War Against Islam? In: Islam and the
Medieval West: Aspects of Intercultural Relations, ed by Khalil I. Semaan, SUNY Press. p. 95.
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