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The Personality of Abbas bin Abd al-Muttalib and

the Influence of Abbasid Political Discourse on its Formation

Seyyed Jafar Sadeghi'

Abstract: Abbas bin Abdul Muttalib was a companion and uncle of the Prophet (PBUH).
There are conflicting narratives about him in historical sources. He was the ancestor of the
Abbasid dynasty and the beginning of the Abbasid empire coincided with the compilation of
Islamic sources. At that time, they had disputes with the Alawites, which arose from the crisis
of the legitimacy of their government. These cases show that it is necessary to examine how the
character of Abbas was formed in historical and narrative sources and how the political
discourse of the Abbasids influenced this process. This research has been conducted by
historical analysis method and using narrative, Rijal and historical sources. The finding is that
Abbas did not become a Muslim until the conquest of Mecca, and the narratives that praise him
and show spiritual dignity for him and his family must be disregarded. Actually, his character
was formed during two stages under the influence of the Abbasid government's need for
legitimacy. In the first stage, the Abbasids aligned themselves with the Alawites to legitimize
their rule. However, after uprising of descendants of Imam Hassan, the legitimacy of their
government faced a crisis. Therefore, in order to solve the problem, they had to pretend that
after the Prophet, Abbas, who was his uncle, inherited the caliphate from the Prophet by
proposing the theory that the inheritance goes from an individual to his uncles. Moreover, in
order to justify the character of Abbas, they honored him through praise quotes.
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— watt, w. Montgomery (1960), “Under the Umayyads”, Journal of the Royal Asiatic
Society, pp.72-185.
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