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The Function of the Courts of Justice in Bushehr Port during the

Constitutional Period, the Causes and Factors of its failure

Zahrah Morovati*
Ali Akbar KHedrizadeh?

Abstract: With the constitutional revolution and the fundamental change in the
judicial system, implementation of justice and establishment of social security were
among the most important political demands of the people in Iranian ports along Persian
Gulf. This region witnessed profound changes in one of the most sensitive historical
period of the Qajar era, namely the transition from traditional society to modernity in the
field of social and political life. The present paper seeks to historically investigate the
causes and factors of judicial inefficiency in these ports using a comprehensive approach.
It relies on the contents of press and publications, archival documents and books, and
uses a historical research method based on the description and analysis of historical data.
The present study aims to examine the function and challenges of this the courts of
justice, while examining the functions of them. This study seeks to answer the question
of “What obstacles and problems the courts of justice of Iranian ports in the Persian Gulf
were faced with?” It seems that several factors led to their inefficiency such as lack of
change in necessary social and political structures in the country.
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In reply to Your'
Excellency's Note No. 20069 dated‘- the
23rd Dalve 1302 (February l2th 1924)
. regarding the claim put forward bly
. Haim - a British subject - for 1c:lsses
* ‘incurred by him as a result of the
eviction which has formed the s\n‘:.jeot
of previous correspondence between
Your Excellency and myself, I be‘g leave
to state that the report of the Police
is contra%'y 1'.6 tl':et of Mr, Trott, at
“that time His Majésty's Vice Consul.
The Legation has, moreover, on r'jeoord
the medical certificates as regards
the treatment of Haim's womenfolk.

I regret therefore that I am not
satisfied with the Police report, but
will nevertheless cause instructions to’
be issued to.Haim to appear per:sonally

" “Et tha Police Headguerters to answer such
enquiries as it may be desired to put
to him. . l

I avail myself of this 6pportun1ty to

renew to Your Excellency the assurance of

my high consideration. !
(o e Fomuiills )
His Excellency ilcincten

Zoka-ul-Mulk,
Minister for Foreign Affairs.
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British Legation,

Tehran,
December 7th 192 3.
330
Monsieur le Ministre,

I have the honour to
acknowledge the receipt of Your
Excellency's Note No. 13471 of Novemher
27th concerning the illegal eviction
of the British subjeot Haimgy 3

Your predecessor's Note No. 10946/
702 of September 22nd, your not"e under
reply and the police report therein
enclosed all confirm the fact 1':hat the -
Department of Justice was responsible
for the action taken by the police. I
am therefore &t & loss to undefstand
Your Zxcellency's surprise at my demand
that the responsible Chief of vhat
Department should be officia].l"y admon -
ished; but, in case His Excel:éency the
Minister of Justice himself, who is now

no longer in office, was, for some reason

" or other, not personally responsible for

the outrage, I should be satiéfied if
the official upon whom the re.!spongibility
really rests were reprimanded. I trust
that Your Excellency will be adble to
inform me ~that this has been done, and
also assure me, a&s requested in my
previous notes, that instructions have
His Excellency been

Zoka-ul-Mulk,
Minister for Foreign Affairs.

VAY
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been issued to prevent the recurrence
of such inoé\.dents.' Your Excellency
will remember that similar instructions
were sent to the Financial authorities
at Meshed in consequence of the
incident which flomad the subject of
your note No. 11931 of November 7th.

I cannot admit thet, as seems to be
implied at the end of Your LExcellency's
Note under reply, the Imperial !
Government has no power to prevent

its agents from illegel action against
British subjects. '

As regards Haim's claim for
compensation for the loss which he has
suffered, I must point out that ik is
quite cl.ear that he and his family have
been shamefullyr-treated, and I :z'egret
that I must agein press Your Excellency
to cause ‘t-kha elaim to be paid. I
enclose copies of written evidence
‘furnished to me in support. of Haim's.
comx;lainta and the report made to me by
His la jesty's Vice Consul and I submit
that, in the face of this evidence 1t
is difficult to deny the ill-trea tment
of Haim's family. As regards the

I
property stolen, the confusion and

. tumult deseribed in the police report

confirm
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P R T T TR’ . confirm my belief in Haim's aworn
o i P statement of the theft. 1
- : ) .
2 “":J_-‘l—’n"_/n/:;: I earnestly request Your Excellency's,

e - i cooparation in obtaining the perfectly

reasonable satisfaction which I have

= * . .

JJ,.{‘_ -"-""JfJI/Z.JJ 2 e demanded, and preventing this case from
gt e . e . .

el //J— A e ! assuming proportions which would make

- (et TSI A

. -;” (: M e a grievous impression on His Ma jesty's
s : . '

T ,JL—-A —',ﬂfr = =i Government. :

L o O I avail myself of this opportunity

Rty o o B =T 2

Vo ,-—-'rf”T. I —r to renew to Your Excellency the assurance

= of my high consideration. i

- pres (Zneegoraie

. —

Mﬁ‘&‘)ﬁhb@&&‘f‘&‘)ﬁp\ﬁ)w);y(f&‘/\bJuW)


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.22286713.1400.13.50.5.2
http://journal.pte.ac.ir/article-1-843-fa.html

[ Downloaded from journal .pte.ac.ir on 2026-02-16 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.22286713.1400.13.50.5.2 ]

VAL OF ool )L e g abg pinn 59030 pebgy joiy 3 dddue pSlowo o ,Shos

3>l g plie

SYs g S A

e aslilas wab g e OMBIG B T 1)) Ll ¢y dVFAY) G s (sl —
NA=YA e A5 Y ccalen 9 50d>

(053 3 Gl s w5 3 Sy s g 43500 (VTAR i) i 33T —
N=Y¥ a0 Vs oY ‘r)u@cmuw’

odti_iza JUT s g3ladl 5 il 5 e loiml JIGh (1705) GbU Lea 5 (5 55 comes| —
5 e b

5L 6155 By dm syl Sl s b 13 (el ST EY) el ety —
P 255018 ol ) aby pie O

o el am y oyl oyl 5 ailo s sl iy 155 oo T S dNYEY) —
P A0l N olel aby e

i an w2 L ol 3l Slal glaailen (1734 ol 5 le) Lay S —
AT oY o O B AV e Gl Gl sy — ele s et 3l

5 St LB oy o oSl Gl Cin i 5 uted ol dAFA) ) (il —
)y

23l ool 5 il a8 oLl ool £Lasl b GISLE 28 (V97 0) sdams ool )l —

Ayl OS50 e B35 00 glil pa e s A YAY) Loy ( Jlans —

et 5 ) Aol b sl i (ANYEY) Jodams (ol jon plus adalllioan —
i 2508 (Bl sl i (g L)

o dloles 5 bl i Jsm Sl ol g AU AT ez (95308 olan —
o8 Bl ey S e 1l 8 (LSS

slbitame loj o )5 ks oli 5 ol U (N YFV) —
i Ko ey 5 S e iy i 5 g (N PFE PO

L by e s 6 NS 56 255 5 e 5 55 oy (TR plis3) sdem csikg —

ANF=A0 jae VA S (o Al delilas cadas sl S

03 Ul 5558 slaadzer (Y45 (s ) 6313 m Gl 5 LS5 gols ae (gingd —
CiontS alils sy ;2o 5 3T AL b T o551 o L o8 65 5 adue )
FV=AA e F 5 YV o ol

P AN e B ‘d,_%jjbﬁﬂww'rw&\wm) S ol s st —
Al 5 0 o255


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.22286713.1400.13.50.5.2
http://journal.pte.ac.ir/article-1-843-fa.html

[ Downloaded from journal .pte.ac.ir on 2026-02-16 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.22286713.1400.13.50.5.2 ]

VFee 3l 100 5 )lods [ 020 juws Jlw oM/ g, U ol Lo YA#

(o s B 5 Gl Gl 25w o) el IS s (VYAN) S ey —
BPPICE] O I WA RO

e () m e Beam 3 el age o Glpl elem gl (B o] o ST ) —
[u]

Sty s i ASS ) am Ba 3 Gl g oy oo VPAS) e (o S\S —
Ay ) )

5o 85018 (SRl ks b Rem 5 il 4 5 Ll (VYY) G 33 —
S

[Os] il ] pm om] ST 53 0003) it s Sl 23 VFYY) sl (55,5 —

5035 WliulS o) ,a5 o Ys s LT slo el sl o 55V L) 5 gaas 315 Slin S —
oo ()5 s slal S e

iy 53008 Vg Sl s e ke Slgo 2l AV YOV) e (US55l s —
N

LSl 0l LG o] 1rre sl o (o sy g udoes ol STie —

L abs o jlaebs oo 550 o g Mgl plows L5l (NYVV) G 5y A sls o —
33\ 555318 ool ko U ISt 5 53 ulone 0 UK s s

Coslew abys s Gl il dne i) S5l des S Ths (A\FAF) Cpnmsdhi ‘é\w 1)y —
B\ VS AR RV A R o Z St R ol Y 1P/ SO

b 3 o isd o Glpl o 2 5 oLl i jale B 5L (VTAR) o5 ole dds —
sl LI ) g o e alldl

sl .o
g o0 TE g 5yT s Jomes oraoe s TEY (WS ol ol e 3lST 5 sl plejle —

-(\z)\.a.-i'a W) STy

ST OND (g S,1 3 b e FF e FFEV e —
.(/\0)\.&.«:& W) JZ\V~V‘\
MO 0L YV (s iyl 45 S e YT Y Ve e —

O SBYA 55,1 45 Jmee (AT LAYOF co e —

ARG SRRV ‘j:._;b)-\)%};pa‘v‘\/vHV‘av‘ ...... e —
(00 )le daenssd) GVTYA



https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.22286713.1400.13.50.5.2
http://journal.pte.ac.ir/article-1-843-fa.html

[ Downloaded from journal .pte.ac.ir on 2026-02-16 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.22286713.1400.13.50.5.2 ]

VAY OF ool )L e g abg pinn 59030 pebgy joiy 3 dddue pSlowo o ,Shos

SIYTA OV F ¥ 5551 )5 s (FAAL S TAY —
Ay oyl anwd)

AFFOOTY (s 2,1 )5 s YOO - FY .-
3YTYA

VA A gy y3 e FE YA —
(Vo kel dnnasd) GATY Vg

SITYT T 5 O0YY (puiyl s Jowe (YA TYES S —

24l ) gy z

Yoo fe bkl (Jol I (VYY) ol T dslijs, —

A pae #0 o)k lJod Sl dBVFY ) e -
XYoo ¥ oy Jol Jl (A vay) s/ deljs, —

NP V8 5,03 (GVYAN) Glol delijs —

Foe Y o)l (VYY) b Aol —

B2 Yo oyled w9 I d(GVYYF) Lo g dolijig) —
Noo dB\YYE) oo > dalijgy) —

XYoo Y ouled o Il (VYN 0) St Aol jgy —
£oe TN oyled &l dGVYVA) e —
Yoo ouled VY Il dGVYYA) —
A0pe A )l A F Sl ((3\YYY) —

Az XF sl A Jl (Grys) -

FV0e A 5Ll VY Jl d(GAFYY) s —
A2 MY ald F Tl d(BAYEY) cs —
N o o U] 56 elis) —

XY 02 el 8503 N LI — —

XYoo N ¥ oled Job L dGA\YY0) koo Lalijgy —
AY 2 oy oyleds (R JU (GVYYA) g pibis dalijg) —
Yoo F2V 5,08 dGVYAL) adlel iy alijsy) —

£ oo XY led Jgl Il i3V YYa g 5L —


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.22286713.1400.13.50.5.2
http://journal.pte.ac.ir/article-1-843-fa.html

[ Downloaded from journal .pte.ac.ir on 2026-02-16 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.22286713.1400.13.50.5.2 ]

Voo sy 1B 8 ko /o s Jlw 03! g )b colielllao 1AA

Richard, Yann (2019 ), Constitutional Revolution: From Illusion to Reality,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

List of sources with English handwriting:

Amin, Seyed Hassan (2003), "Iran’'s Judicial System from the Beginning of the
Constitutional Revolution”, Quarterly Journal of Research in Law and Politics,
Vol. 2, No. 9, pp. 29-71.

Abadian, Hossein (Winter 2010), "The Balance of Sharia and Custom in the
Iranian Legal System in the Qajar Period", Quarterly Journal of Islamic History,
Vol. 2, No. 7, pp. 24-7.

Adamit, Fereydoun and Homa Nategh (1977), "Social, political and economic
thoughts in the unpublished works of Qajar", Tehran: Agah Publishing.

Bashiri, Ahmad (1988), the Orange Book, Political Report of the Tsarist Russian
Foreign Ministry on the Iranian Constitutional Revolution, Tehran: New
Publication.

............................ (1362), Blue Book, Confidential Reports of the British
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the Iranian Constitution, Vol. 1, Tehran: New
publication.

Bigdelou, Reza (Spring and Summer 1399), "Houses of Justice, Judicial
Renovation or Return to the Judicial Tradition", Scientific-Research Journal of
Iranian History, Vol. 13, No. 1, pp. 101-120.

Tajbakhsh, Ahmad (2001), History of Civilization and Culture of Islamic Iran in
the Qajar Period, Shiraz: Navid Shiraz.

Jamalzadeh, Mohammad Ali (1335), The Treasure of Shaygan or the Economic
Situation of Iran, Tehran: Kaveh Office Publishing.

Dehghani, Reza (2013), History of the Iranian people in the Qajar period,
Tehran: Parseh Book Publishing.

Sadid al-Saltanah Minabi Bandar Abbasi, Mohammad Ali (1362), Travelogue of
Sadid al-Saltanah (Al-Tadqiq Fi Sir Al-Tariq), edited by Ahmad Iqtadari, Tehran:
Behshahr Publishing.


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.22286713.1400.13.50.5.2
http://journal.pte.ac.ir/article-1-843-fa.html

[ Downloaded from journal .pte.ac.ir on 2026-02-16 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.22286713.1400.13.50.5.2 ]

A4 OF ool )L e g abg pinn 59030 pebgy joiy 3 dddue pSlowo o ,Shos

Saadat Kazeruni, Mohammad Hossein (2011), History of Bushehr, edited by
Abdolrasoul Khairandish and Emadeddin Sheikh Al-Hakmaei, Tehran: Written
Heritage Research Center.

........................................................ (1367), History of the ports and islands of the
Persian Gulf in the time of Mohammad Shah Qajar 1250-1264 AH, edited and
annotated by Manouchehr Sotoudeh, Gilan: Jahangiri Cultural Institute.

Shahidi, Hamideh (Winter 1398), "The place of Sharia and custom in the
legislative system of the early days of constitutionalism based on judicial
documents”, Quarterly Journal of Research History, Vol. 79, pp. 95-114.
Shahidi, Hamideh, Vakili, Hadi, Sarafrazi, Abbas (Winter 2017), "Components
expected by the people from the judiciary and the efforts of the judiciary to meet
it during the early years of the Constitution™ Quarterly, Treasury of Documents,
p.4, p. 27, pp. 89-67.

Flora, Willem and Amin Banani (2009), Judicial System of Qajar and Pahlavi
Era, translated by Hassan Zandieh, Qom: Research Institute and University.
Lorimer, J. k. (2009), Persian Gulf Chronicles, History of Iran, translated by
Abdolmohammad Ayati, Tehran: Iranology Foundation.

lamton. N. k s. [bita], The Social Situation of Iran in the Qajar Era, translated by
Munir Barzin, Mashhad: [bina].

Cox, Supervision (2007), Constitutionalism of Southern Iran, translated by
Hassan Zanganeh, Bushehr: Bushehr Iranian Studies Foundation.

Curzon, George. N. (1347), Iran and the case of Iran, translated by Gh. Vahid
Mazandarani, Tehran: Scientific and Cultural Publishing.

Kasravi, Ahmad (1323), Ten years in the judiciary (the second period of Ahmad
Kasravi's life), [bija]: [bina].

Kouhestani Nejad, Massoud (2011), Selection of Documents of Provincial and
Provincial Associations, Tehran: Library, Museum and Documentation Centers of
the Islamic Consultative Assembly.

Mahboubi Ardakani, Hossein (1978), History of New Civilization Institutions in
Iran, Volume 2, Tehran: University of Tehran Press.


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.22286713.1400.13.50.5.2
http://journal.pte.ac.ir/article-1-843-fa.html

[ Downloaded from journal .pte.ac.ir on 2026-02-16 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.22286713.1400.13.50.5.2 ]

Voo sy 1B 8 ko /o s Jlw 03! g )b colielllao 14.

Debates of the National Assembly, first period, 1334 [bita], Tehran: [bina].
Morvarid, Younes (1998), the Periods of the Legislative Assembly during the
Constitutional Era, from the Constitution to the Republic, a Look at the Second
Assembly and the Establishment of a New Judicial System, Tehran: Ouhadi
Publishing.

Mirza Saleh, Gholam Hossein (2005), Negotiations of the First Parliament
(Iran's political development in the abyss of international politics 1324-1326
AH), Tehran: Maziar Publishing.

Vanessa, Martin (1389), Qajar period; Bargaining, Protest, and the Government
in Nineteenth-Century Iran, translated by Afsane Monfared, Tehran: Ameh
Publishing.

. documents

National Archives and Library of Iran (Sakma), 355000341, location in the
archive, 4A 50BKh1, 1302 (Appendix No. 1).
......................................................................... , 3600006647, place in the archive,
......................................................................... , 240030201, place in the archive,
......................................................................... , 293008354, location in the
archive 529K4BA, 1303 AH (Appendix No. 6).
......................................................................... , 298000257, place in the archive,
......................................................................... , 29800313, place in the archive,
......................................................................... , 355000630, place in the archive,

......................................................................... , 360000268, place in the archive,

......................................................................... , 296012366, place in the archive,
321, Shar, 1333 AH (Appendix No. 3).


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.22286713.1400.13.50.5.2
http://journal.pte.ac.ir/article-1-843-fa.html

[ Downloaded from journal .pte.ac.ir on 2026-02-16 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.22286713.1400.13.50.5.2 ]

149 T Gl 46 Jhe g abog piun 559050 pevgs 3oy 30 addure 5o o )Slos

J. newspapers

— Aftab newspaper (1330 AH), first year, number 40, page 2.

e ———— (1330 AH), first year, number 65, pp. 1, 2.
— Akhtar newspaper (1292 AH), first year, grade 3, page 3.

— Iran Newspaper (1288 AH), No. 26, p.2.

— Neutral newspaper (1331 AH), No. 23, p.6.

— Chehreh Nema newspaper (1324 AH), second year, number 25, page 5.
— Jarideh Melli newspaper (1324 AH), p.1.

— Habalmutin newspaper (1315 AH), year 5, number 23, page 22.
e ————— (1318 AH), year 6, number 21, page 6.
PSPPI (1329 AH), year 14, number 6, page 2.

e —————— (1324 AH), year 14, number 19, page 15.
e —————— (1330 AH), year 19, number 34, page 18.
e ——————— (1333 AH), year 23, number 13 page 21.
e —————— (1343 AH), year 33, number 11, page 1.

— Law newspaper [No Date], ninth grade, p.1.

— Majles newspaper (1325 AH), first year, number 104, page 3.

— Mozaffari newspaper (1328 AH), tenth year, third issue, p.12.
— Vaqaye Etefagiyeh newspaper (1285 AH), number 407, page 2.
Yadegar-e-Junub, 1329 AH: First year, No. 32, p. 6.


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.22286713.1400.13.50.5.2
http://journal.pte.ac.ir/article-1-843-fa.html

[ 9T-20-920¢ Uo 11I-Je'a)d" feuinof wou papeojumoq ] [2'G'0G°€T'00VT'ET298222 T'TO0T 02 :H0A |


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.22286713.1400.13.50.5.2
http://journal.pte.ac.ir/article-1-843-fa.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

