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A Study of Zoroastrian Economic Motivations in Religious Conversion of

them to Islam in the First Century AH

Mohsen Masoumi'
Narges Kadkhodaei®

Abstract: After the arrival of Islam to Iran, Zoroastrians converted to Islam with
different political, social, religious and economic motivations. This research intends to
study the effect of Zoroastrian economic motives in converting to Islam by using
descriptive-analytical method and benefitting from historical sources. This is a topic that
has not been much paid attention by the researchers. The result of this study shows that
in the first century AH, in addition to political, social and religious motivations,
Zoroastrians converted to Islam due to various economic motives, such as sharing
booties (Ghantmat), receiving a pension from the Court of Atta (Diwan-i‘atd’),
attainment of government positions, exemption from paying per capita tax (Djizya), and
reduction of tribute (Kharaj).
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Tehran.

Baladhuri, Ahmad ibn Yahya (1978), Futih al-Buldan, Researched by Rezvan
Muhammad Rezvan, Beirut: Dar al Kotob al-Ilmiyah.

Baladhuri, Ahmad ibn Yahya (1997), Ansab al-Ashraf, Researched by Soheil
Zakar and Riyad Zarkali, v1,7, Beirut: Dar al-Fikr.

Bulliet, Richard (1985), Conversion to Islam in the medieval period: an essay in
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Iran.

Choksy, Jamsheed Kairshasp (2002), Conflict and cooperation: zoroastrian
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Saeedi, Tehran: Qognoos.

Dennett, Daniel Clement, Conversion and the poll tax in early Islam (2012),
translated by Mohammad Ali Movahed, Tehran: Kharazmi.

Dhahabi, Shams ad-Din Mohammad (2002), Tarikh al-Islam al-kabir, Reseached
by Omar Abdul Salam Tadmari, v18, Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arab.

Hakim al-Nishapuri, Abu Abd-Allah Muhammad ibn Abd-Allah (1996), Tarikh
Naysabiir, Reseached by Mohammad Reza Shafi'i Kadkani, Tehran: Agah.
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Beirut: Dar Sader.

Ibn al-Athir, '[zz al-Din Ali ibn Muhammad, Usd al-ghdabah fi ma ‘rifat al-
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