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Understanding the Practical Logic of Transoxianan
Intellectuals' Ideas (Case Study: Ahmad Danesh
Bukhari's Political Ideas)

Seyyedeh Fahimeh Ebrahimi '

Abstract: Transoxianan intellectuals, who are called the "Jadidi," laid the
foundation on their thoughts on ideas and works of Ahmad Danesh Bukhari, calling
him the father of progressive movement in their land. In this paper, in order to
understand the practical logic of their thinking, we uses the four-step approach of
Thomas Sprigens (crisis observation, pain recognition, ideal society and treatment),
that focuses on the process of forming a political thought, not just the thought itself.
The main question is that, "In what process Ahmad Danesh's political thought
established itself in the intellectual circle, and what his role in this area was?" The
preliminary answer is that "he (as a thinker) belongs to a land on the verge of decline
and dealing with his experiences with Tatar intellectuals, the occupation of
Transoxiana by the Russians, and the glory of their land. These eventually led to his
evolving ideas, based on which, he propose a way for improvement by analyzing the

causes of disorder in society.

Keywords: Ahmad Danesh, Sprigens, Bukhara, Enlightenment, Transoxiana.
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1 Paolo Sartori(2016),“Ijtihad in Bukhara: Central Asian Jadidism and Local Genealogies of Cultural
Change”, journal of economic and social history of the orient, Vol.59, Brill,pp.193-236.
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