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Representation of the History of Early Islam in
Egyptian Muslim Modernist Discourse (Case study:
Abbas Mahmoud al-Aqad)

Abbas Basiri '

Abstract: The history of early Islam, as one of the most momentous periods, was
applied by Muslim contemporary thinkers to be represented by their specific viewpoint
towards Islam. Some of them acknowledge their previous counterparts, while some
criticize their ideas. Abbas Mahmoud al-Aqad, an Egyptian scholar and intellectual, is
one of the most effective thinkers who has investigated this issue elaborately. This study
presents Aqad’s ideas and works as related to history of early Islam, and answers the
following questions: why he attended this subject, which issues were considered by him

and what was the purpose of his representation of history of early Islam.

Keywords: History, history of early Islam, trend of thinking, Abbas Mahmoud al-
Aqad.
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