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Shiite Art in the Religious Monuments (Boghe) of
Gilan Emphasizing Cultural History Studies
Approach

Solmaz Raof'
Javad Neyestani’
Seyed Mehdi Mousavi Kouhpar’

Abstract: The eastern regions of Gilan are among the first areas where Shi'a
religion was prevalent. In a number of religious monuments (boghe) of these areas, a
painting on the plaster exist including a description of the suffering of Imam
Hussein (AS) and his companions on Ashura day, the Mi'raj of Prophet with
donating a ring to a lion (the right of succession to Imam Ali (as)), Ali (AS) is
fighting a dragon, Imam Reza (AS) as the guarantor a deer, Imam Kazim (AS) in the
Harun prison etc. The dates seen in some of these works indicate that they belong to
the Qajar era. However, it seems that the appearance of the boghe’s wall paintings is
related to the Safavid period and simultaneously with the spread of Shiite religion.
In the present research, we seek to answer these questions: Have boghe wall
paintings been created to meet the needs of the community? What is the dispersion
pattern of boghes in different regions of Gilan? The purpose of this research is to
identify the various aspects of Shi'a beliefs on the boghes’ wall paintings.

Keywords: Boghe, Gilan, wall painting, Shiite
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