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The Decrees of the Ottoman Empire and Modernization
Measures of the Qajar Statesmen

Taleb Abedi Kalesar'
Mohammad Taqi Emami Khoie®
GholamHossein Zargarynejad’

Abstract: The Ottoman caliphs issued three major reform decrees on new
reforms in Ottoman society. The first decree known as the “Sharif Golkhaneh
Decree” was issued in 1839; one year later another decree called “Homayun
Decree”, and five years later the third decree, entitled “Second Homayoun Decree”
were issued. The basis of these commands and decree included establishment of
laws, modern administrative structures, equality of persons before the law, fair trials,
establishment of new schools and the Ministry of Education. The developments of
the Ottoman society were closely followed by progressivist Qajar statesmen,
especially during the era of Nasser al-Din Shah, and, following the model of the
Ottoman regimes, they initiated similar measures and reforms in Iran. In this study,
the impact of Ottoman Caliphs' decrees has been studied on modernization efforts of
Qajar statesmen.
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