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The Sultans and Faqih’s Relationships in Egypt in
Mamluk Era

Mahbobeh Shafaeipour '
Hashem Aghajari’
Fatemeh Jan Ahmadi®

Abstract: Turkish commanders formed two dynasties for more than three
centuries. Mamluk Sultans had no legitimacy, so they tried to use religion as their
tool. This study is going to analyze how and why Sultans and Faqihs had
relationship in Mamluk era. The descriptive and explanatory methods are used in
this study. Mamluk Sultans revived the Abassid Caliphate, introduced themselves as
protectors of Muslims and Caliphate with Jihad to legitimize themselves in front of
Muslims and in society. They also supported Sunnis’ ideology and attracted the
religious elites for their goals. They used religious men to get and maintain their
power. Religious elite also gained what they want such as political, economic,
religious, social power. They used each other to reach their aims. As a result,
Mamluk Sultans kept their power against internal and external conspiracies. On the
other hand, Faqihs obtained social status, in addition to power in various fields.
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