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Social Status of Music in Baghdad during the Second
and Third Centuries AH

Halime Jafarpoor Nasirmahaleh'
Seyyed Ahmadreza Khezri’

Abstract: During the Abbasid era in Baghdad, music was considered as one of the
components of people's life and was paid attention to by different social classes as a means
of entertainment. The elites who that had higher social position played an effective role in
developing music by recruiting the musicians in their houses and supporting them. In those
social casts, employing the musicians and women singers was a manifestation of their
power and the importance of their social position. As a result, some officials were known
musicians themselves. Moreover, music was well- known among the public. Various
communities of society like the tailors and cupping therapists were familiar with music.
However, according to religion and some traditions dealing with music is forbidden, so this
art was not much appreciated in Baghdad. The presented research is studying the status of
the art of music among different social casts in Baghdad. The research method is
descriptive-analytic and it is organized based on existing resources and references.
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2 Jean Kins and Paul Rovsing Olson (1976), Music and musical of instrument in the world of Islam,
Horniman Museum London World of Islam Festival Publishing Compony Ltd., p 8.
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