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The Relationships between Al Afrasiab and Abbasid
Caliphate

Mohsen Rahmati'

Abstract: The converted Turkish clan of Al Afiasiab dominated the border areas of the
Islamic territory, in Turkistan and Semirchie in the middle of 4" century AH and gradually
extended their power and territories up to the point that dominated all of eastern areas of the
Islamic world, from Altay Mountains to the Oxus River. At the beginning, not only being far
from the capital of the Chaliphate, but also their tribal nature was the cause of their hostile
relationships with Abbasids. Thus, the relationships between Al Afiasiab and Abbasid Caliphate
were affected by numerous factors such as Ismailids and Shi’ite’s endeavors, advent of
Seljuqids, interventions of the Ghaznavids, Qarakhitay’s invasion to Transoxiana, and so on.
That is why their relationships were unstable; i.e. the their mutual relations were peaceful based
on consensus and convergence at some times, and occasionally, their relations were apparently
good, but actually hostile focused on opposition and contrast. This paper aims to identify the
internal evolutions in Al Afrasiab territory, and the relationships between Al Afiasiab Khans and
Abbasid Caliphate with an emphasis on the affecting factors and using descriptive-analytical
approach.

Keywords: Al Afrasiab, Abbasid Caliphate, Transoxiana, relationships
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2 O. Pritsak (1981), “Die Karachaniden”, In Studies In Medieval Eurasian History. London: variorum

reprints, pp.18-68; E. A. Davidovich (1998), “The Karakhanids”, In: History Of Civilizations of Central Asia,
edited by Asimov and Bosworth, Vol. 4, UNESCO Publishing, pp. 119-143.
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1 O. Pritsak (1981), “Von den Krluk ZU Den Karachaniden”, In Studies In Medieval Eurasian History,
London: variorum reprints, pp. 270-299.
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