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The Imamity (Twelve Imam) Clerics
and the Base of their Political Manners in the Safavid Era

Muhammad Kazem Rahmati'

Abstract: Given the paucity of sources, the interaction of Shiite jurists with the Safavid
state in its formative period is subjected to a multitude of interpretations. Drawing on
recondite sources as well as new findings, this present article attempts to indicate that while
in his involvement in early Safavid politics Shaykh Ali al-Karaki represented the
mainstream Shiite jurisprudence, his opponent Shaykh Ibrahim al-Qatifi voiced the views
of those outcast Shiite clerics who were to be marginalized in the centuries to come as a
result of the rise of politicized Shiism in Safavid Iran. Also it is shown that Imamity
scholars have contduted Safavid by some differences from old Shia tradition, on the base of
well-known tradition of Shia idea about associations with secular governments.

Keywords: Safavids, Shiism, Jabal al-Amil, Ali al-Karaki, Ibrahim al-Qatifi
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