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A Study of the Position of Non-Muslims in Ottoman Society
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Abstract: The Ottoman society consisted of people with different religions and ethnicities
who lived under the rule of the Ottoman government for several centuries. The topic of this
study is to investigate the position of religious minorities (Christians and Jews) in the legal,
administrative, and social structure of the Ottoman Empire until the 13" century AH/19"
century AD. This research is conducted using a descriptive-analytical approach, and the results
of the research showed that the Ottomans had given relatively great amount of authorities and
privileges to each religious community, so that each of them was free to carry out its own
rituals and traditions, and was considered autonomous regarding the matters related to personal
life, judgment, education etc. non-Muslims were not systematically oppressed, pressured, or
tortured because of their religion or beliefs. This position of minorities and their autonomy
and freedom of action was in contrast to the situation of religious minorities in European
countries of that period, where Jewish and non-Catholic citizens were persecuted and tortured
because of their religious issues.
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