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The Old city of Qasr-e Shirin;
Recognition of physical structure and its historical and communication

position in the Sasanian and Islamic periods

Yadollah Heidari Babakamal'

Abstract: Qasr-e Shirin was formed in the late Sassanid period with an important
collection of royal, religious, public benefit and defense-military buildings. The main research
issue is to study the spatial structure of the city of Qasr-e Shirin during the Sassanid period, its
continued existence during the Islamic period, and to examine the factors affecting the city's
dynamics from the late Sassanid period to the Qajar period. The results of the research show
that the elements that make up the Sassanid city include the royal citadel, the fire temple, the
official and administrative premises, the ditch? and the tower, which continued with some
changes in the Islamic period. In the later Islamic periods, the life of the city was affected by
the challenges of the Safavid and Qajar governments with the Ottoman government; in such a
way that the friendly or hostile political relations of the two governments had a direct connection
with the prosperity or decline of the city of Qasr-e Shirin. In other words, in addition to
maintaining the role of communication, Qasr-e Shirin took on far more important religious,
political, commercial and strategic functions than before, in which the Atabat-e 'Aliat and the
path leading to it were considered the main element of the relations between the two countries.

Keywords: Qasr-e¢ Shirin, Great Khorasan Road, Physical structure, Sassanid period,
Ottoman and Qajar governments, political-commercial relations.
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