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Analysis of Factors Forming Anti-Colonial Struggles of Shiites
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based on Relative Deprivation Theory
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Abstract: The southern shores of the Persian Gulf are considered a significant and
strategic region from political, military, and economic points of view. This strategic significance
drew the attention of Western colonial governments, particularly the Portuguese to try to
dominate trading hubs and ports of this region. Thus, colonial forces easily dominated many
of these regions by the beginning of the 10" century AH. Nevertheless, the people of these
areas, especially the Shiites, did not remain silent in the face of foreign powers and organized
numerous uprisings against them. This study aims to explore the emergence of anti-colonial
struggles led by the Shiites along the southern shores of Persian Gulf, using a descriptive-
analytical approach based on library sources. It examines these struggles through the viewpoint
of Ted Robert Gurr’s “Relative Deprivation Theory”. The findings reveal that several key
factors contributed to the formation of these anti-colonial movements, including the weakening
of the economic and commercial life of the Shiites, the oppression and violences committed
by colonial powers, anarchy and lack of social security, and finally the weakening of religious
values.
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