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The Contexts of Iran's Cultural Continuity and
Resistance in the Early Islamic Centuries

Halimeh Jafarpour Nasir Mahaleh
Seyyed Ahmad Reza Khezri®

Abstract: After the conquest of Iran by the Arabs and then the change of political
system of the country, Iran was able to keep its own cultural content and historical, literary
and artistic authenticity. Although, the Islamization of Iran can be considered as a turning
point in the history of this country, which led to profound changes in Iranian society;
however, military defeat of Iran by Arabs and conversion to Islam did not mean the end of
Iran's cultural power. This is because the cultural elements of Iran and the presence of
Iranians in the early Islamic centuries was so powerful that they not only created a new
privileged identity within the Muslim world, but also influenced neighboring nations. The
findings of this research shows that some factors such as Umayyad Arabism, Abbasid
empowerment, the establishment of native dynasties, the movement of Sho'ubiyah,
interaction of Iranian society with Islamic culture and literary artistic transitions provided
the context for Iranian cultural resistance and continuity in the early Islamic centuries. This
research paper, investigating the continuity of Iranian culture, is trying to explain the causes
of such continuity after arrival of Islam in a historical study through descriptive-analytical
method.

Keywords: Contexts of cultural continuity, Iranians, Sho'ubiyah movement, Persian
language, native national governments.
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