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The Pattern of Deploying Arab Rulers and Agents in Iran

and its Impact on Urbanization and Urban Society

Allahyar Khalatbari'
Abbas Partovi Moghadam?

Abstract: The way of transferring or continuation of social life from ancient times to
Islamic history is one of the most significant and key topics of Iranian history. One of the
important aspects of this process is bilateral relations between Iranians and Arabs, both in
form of peaceful interactions and tensions in which urban society played a key role. This is
due to the fact that Iranshar (Iranian city) was regarded as centers of political power, decision-
making institutions and home-based of political, military and administrative officials.

This research, based on original historical and geographical sources, studies deployment of
Arab political officials in Iran. The paper argues that while this deployment led in forming of
a number of new urban habitations, it also brought about decline of some centers in Iranshar
realms. Moreover, these developments had an impact on growth of relationships between
Iranian and Arab inhabitants in Islamic era.

Key words: Arab Muslims, urban Iranian society, urbanization, city-building, migration

1 Professor of History, University of Beheshti
2 Researcher at the Iranian Studies Foundation in Tehran
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