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The Common Link Phenomenon in the Chains of
Transmitters of Traditions: Explanation and Analysis

S. Ali Aghaei’

Abstract: Over half a century, western scholars are familiar with the common link
phenomenon in the chains of transmitters (isnads) of traditions (hadiths), interpreted it
differently and tried using it to identify the time and place of creation and dissemination of
traditions. In this paper based on analytical approach, different interpretations of this
phenomenon are explained and their methodological presupposition are analysed. This study
reveals that there are at least three distinct interpretations of the common link, and
consequently different dating for traditions. The common link is the inventor of tradition in
question according to one interpretation, the authority to whom the tradition is ascribed in
later period regarding another one, or the collector who first systematically spread the tradition
with reference to last one. Thus, respectively the tradition might originate with the common
link, it might be younger than the common link, or it might be older than the common link.
Finally, it appears that the difference or conflict of dating traditions relates to presuppositions
which each of these interpretations based on them.

Keywords: Common Link, Isnad Analysis, Dating Traditions, J. Schacht, G.H.A. Juynboll,
H. Motzki
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2 isnad analysis
3 dating traditions
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1 Ibid., p 175.

2 Ibid., p 170.
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4 G.H.A. Juynboll (1983), Muslim Tradition, Studies in Chronology, Provenance and Authorship of Early
Hadith, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp 206- 217.
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(1991), “The Role of Mu ‘ammaran in the Early Development of the Isnad”, Wiener Zeitschrift fiir die Kunde
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6 Cf. Idem (1996), Studies on the Origins and Uses of Islamic Fadith, Aldershot: Variorum.

ol 53 85 Gl iy pa g S e gadl> 4,85 s @ 1) Glolaallie plas 3lel gazmio wiz LJ;” e
SYae o a8 asdly Cawd 0, (o ez S 4 b iegh med ST 0 (g .l ools plaisl ws S asg alal,
Je e Losls s Julos (go)by0 ol Bss a8 cunl 00,5 ledl sg5 i sl a3l WSaie | lagy T iogs gom
-



AR liwo) ¥ (g0l (o9 Jlw o/ g )b ile/llro Y.

\«6\4@» 9l 0 ool> )\J§ V,a:)\.f i e:2) ‘d,ﬁ>\>-\ P 33 e 6‘“‘5 @
gl 3l saaze b g oS pie gad> U Q.@f@-\f)'\ Y‘((JJ.&.ZA S S el
UT 60)\:).) j‘ (\ )\Jju A -\S °\<,) J}»uﬁ ‘)49\:- OAJo- E\? Q\A}A Y Jﬂe
sl fen =l b 03 8 e S fae ol e 4 St gl ) oS i ) e
> U omly o cdal o 5ol 3 ol S 3 U8 b SV gy sasla
WDy gl e 0293 B bl sl s aib ,a g3 5 5lg e S sy b
J..‘acou\.;\o.q»d\.:bu\.gjbKJ)J\U\AJ)jfmtww»gbj\pb\wvﬂ
UK s Sl ) i e 3B S e B Ll ) sl
e a0 e B ) el ey S e gl S (K b K )
RISVSRBA ‘Jw 64@»\;}44»\:, e &Jb» (Jev ) ‘Q’.\j\;g fv\_{\&;uﬁ o‘“gjz’*’
sl y (3ol ) S e gl oS cad b b dS cs §95 b JB Ao 6 Al
Aadi Jis men Sy Fs5 e s Salay e bt Sl L B
wels Qﬁs@)v\ﬂbuﬁ \‘«6\‘\?‘)?5» Slad. Ay 490 Iy JM Sad> 45\)
2ol oo o god sl 31l S 0 o e Su 5 351 85 5 e 1) L)
W gl e 3 ob oS jnie gadl B9 3 Gode Hlasl b ialS gl 5 5 o
°.(r)\>}¢s;4g.\¢;§o\§).\s\a>;d,?\)S;:ﬁdaauj\;béu@b\ic@a

g g cls b ) sl d&u (e o (6o byd o e Lol
a el Sgline w3l bl B a5 5 S e gl s o

(53 Dlodg 5 bipaad 5 JelS g oy (gl e pizmen IDIM., COMTECiONS :ay oS oSS il 039y ol § ysd «
S E92)
Idem (2007), Encyclopedia of Canonical Hadith, Leiden: Brill, xvi-xxviii. «
Jalos slier llgy (60570 6% (VWAL BT earw iy 0S5z o Jus 6 5l by, 5380 oy sln
APANED ao Gl BV (Glo (B (0 ) e o aple iy gt (ol (o 9 9 0l
1 bundle
2 single strand
3 Juynboll (1989), “Some Isnad-Analytical Methods Illustrated on the Basis of Several Women-Demeaning
Sayings from Hadith Literature”, Al-Qanzara, X, pp 352- 353; idem (1994), pp 154- 155.
4 diving
5 ldem (1989), pp 366, 375- 377; idem (1993), “Nafi‘, the Mawla of lbn ‘Umar, and His Position in Muslim
Hadith Literature”, Der Islam, 70, pp 214- 215; idem (1994), p 158; idem (2001), “(Re)appraisal of Some
Technical Terms in Hadith Science”, Islamic Law and Society, 8, p 306.



AR o 9 (e 1L gy glaiw 5o S il gl (gouy

A8 o o S S Jlo g i il sl ) 58 S e ) ol LB
2 S el gt i 3 o ) 3 Ao 6l e S e gl 3 g oS
(S e gl o S5 =) ool otz 4855 558 5 1) 2,8 2 )15 4
Spo ol 3 sl il §y o (S ke el =) e SO ok plejen
2% s HE 1 g S gy ol s > S e gl g
S S e gl w035 05 1) (b S ke el Ml (g5 oy iis
53 e e Ly o 5 a8 5 3 S xte gl ) g Sib 5 oS el sl
05 2 e 15 S e gl (o S ) gl ol g ol 00 87 S5 5 S
Al 03,8 B 1y o) g oaid S aie gall Sy Gode £ 3 S e el N AL
S s gl > sy 50 & Wl Ak )50 (2 S e ol izan
doiom (1 o508y 28T o) sty 0057 3o a1y ko gty gk o 3
W1y S e Al Sy Bl 4l sy o3 S e glaadl sl oK
S i sl W (5,8l S e sl S e S e gl
o ololo @ 1) S e gl 5 ol 5 3k ) gl geme 3 e oS,
SR ICSIR RNy A U DU RO PAW A FUC SRR g WS e
oyl 5 e S e ol 4 1) S ke gl S b o b S
Sl b S s e 3l oS 90,0 b 5 S e oy i el olelo
5 a8 d ) as BBl S ol 1y sS85 anlasly bl o ol
Sl b wyd A o bl 2ske b 5 enils Sl e 1) Js g
Sl b S e gadlo 3l ejite 3B 3 590 Jbsly 45 dims olis Dbl ks
05 (3l Sl Bro & 5 gt 33 Gl 1 cala) @il 53 i il

T o gas i ST I g iy 5 S re slaallom 4y o 5o 5 k3 S

partial common link

real common link

seeming common link

spider

Idem (2001), p 306.

Idem (1989), p 354; idem (1993), p 211.
Idem (1989), p 358.

~N o o bR wN



AR liwo) ¥ (g0l (o9 Jlw o/ g )b ile/llro vy

DS eSS e gl 3l g U5 Dogl sten 5 o 0 &S ol
S bl e oS el gligsly (035 S e gl S el Atne ity e
S N e [ e gadlom] 5 1 3h ot i 4 0o s
o L 3l e 3551 B st LB s 1) o o8 e S i ol dend 6 K00
g 3050 ool W il S e gl ) 5008 (o geae oS 515 3 92y el )
N e o) 2l ol 5 o Ga8 DUl St gladis )3 352 50 DL L
5 3 [1) ot ] Ll [ S e il =] 51 S o5l S ) S e gl
Lo 23l ate o 3 G Gy ey 4 oS h s L g sa 6 K
I cad s gty 35 5 ke b S e el &S el Nitms Sy el 5l
SF S e Glaalle oS e el a5 SAT @ el Eudm
S e o ol s |y o 3550 Bt 6310 5 ke 0l e 65t e b iy il
% gl S ke glabns stalie 5 531513 08 S TL (g5 s ol
Sladdl- & i 5> (gl 9 Dl 5 aaS o) 50l gy & el sy S
sasie Gnabes G 1y £ 5 S e laadl ol e ol il 335 o3l b S ke
Cd S e e Jaud 5 o e el 3 &8 95 T S e
D5 3 Nl jgp 8 G 290 o 0 S e aadl L 5 4l
ey eled S5 3 S jre g ol 3 oo 3 g oS ol ins -l
Ol @Mt K550 03 oS g0 3 s 33 g oS e slaailo o 506
oD 350 0dus (BT ) w5 el il > g (i) S e gadl &S 5 )5
3 Slgeay il o5 2ol b oS 2k gl ooy g & el ABne L )
S5 Am) 093 54 ) (py 9 83 5 e (g A o e U odl

1 Ibid., p 353; see also idem (1992), “Some Notes on Islam’s First Fugaha’ Distilled From Early Hadizh Literature”,
Arabica, 39, p 296; idem (1993), p 210.

ldem (1989), p 358- 359, also pp 370, 381.
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Idem (1994), p 155; idem (1991), p 155; idem (1993), p 212.

Idem (2001), p 306.
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1 Cook (1981), p 116.
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