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Muslims of the South Caucasus and the Dawn of Pro-Russian
Intellectualism;
An Introduction to the Life and Poems of Gasim bey Zakir Javanshir (1784-1857)

Seyed Mehdi Hosseini Taghiabad'
Hosein Habibzadeh®

Abstract: Gasim bey “Zakir” Ali bey oglu Sarijali Javanshir, is one of the founding
fathers of modern literature in the Muslim-populated parts of the South Caucasus in the first
half of the 19th century. He was the nephew of PanahAli Khan, founder and first ruler of
Karabakh Khanate. In this paper, the authors want to study the life of Gasim bey, and literary
value and his innovations in the Azeri Turkish language, and to find out the main themes of
Gasim bey’s poems. This research is in the field of historical research, which aims to describe
and explain the research problem. Therefore, it examines the questions of the research
problem by adopting a “case study” approach and relying on the method of documentary-
library analysis. The results of this research show that Zakir, while deeply attached to Shiite
teachings, established several controversial habits in the literature of the Muslims of the South
Caucasus, the most important of which were the tradition of Russophilia and satire of
religious scholars. These two categories surprisingly became the central signifiers of the
Muslim intellectuals and elites of the South Caucasus in the following years, causing
significant changes in the identity and cultural orientation of the people of the region.
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