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Comparative Comparison of Iranian and Ottoman Higher
Education Institutions

Mohammad Pouzesh'

Abstract: This study, adopting a comparative approach, examines institutions of higher
education in Iran and the Ottoman Empire during the Tanzimat period. In both countries, the
emergence of modemn educational institutions occurred as a response to the inefficiency of the
traditional system and under the influence of Western achievements. In Iran, cultural elites such as
Amir Kabir and Mirza Hassan Roshdieh played a pivotal role in founding the Dar al-Fonun and
other modern schools, whereas in the Ottoman Empire, the sultans directly supervised the
establishment of such institutions through policy-making. Historically, the Dar al-Fonun of Istanbul
was inaugurated before that of Tehran, yet due to the absence of a solid foundational system and
the lack of necessary prerequisites, it failed three times; in contrast, the Tehran Dar al-Fonun
achieved greater continuity. A substantive difference also emerged: in Iran, military, medical, and
technical sciences were prioritized, while in the Ottoman Empire, the humanities and law held
greater prominence. Ultimately, the shared goal of both experiences was modernization, the
training of specialized officials, and the enhancement of societal awareness to resist colonial
domination.
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